Why Did Jesus Have to Die?

We can find answers from Luke’s account on the last words of Jesus
on the cross.

First, Jesus died to show us how to forgive. He said, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing.” Jesus told Peter and
his disciples to forgive 70x7 times. Ha! Are you kidding? Some of us
may think it is nice thought but not realistic. Jesus died on the cross to
redeem our sins and show us forgiveness is a moral mandate. We have
to do it even if we have to pay a high price.

Secondly, Jesus died to show us death is not the end. Jesus said, “I
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” When we
sail to the high seas, we see only the horizon. Even we learned from
the books that the earth is round, our eyes tell us that the earth is flat.
It is hard for us to believe that there is land on the other side of the
horizon. Jesus died to show us that death is not the end. It would be a
sad moment for our families but it would be a happy time for us. We
will enjoy the new life in paradise with Jesus.

Finally, Jesus died to show us God’s love and care. He said, “Father,
into your hands I commit my spirit.” Jesus realized that he had
completed his mission on earth and he was ready to go home. He
committed his spirit to the hands of the Father. He showed us that our
final breathe on earth is our first breathe in our Father’s loving arms.
We don’t have to be afraid of death. When we were born, we cried
and our loved ones rejoiced. When we shall die, our loved ones will
cry but we will rejoice. Jesus died to show God’s love and care and
destroy our fear of death.

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, thank you for dying for our sins and showing
us that death is not the end of life. Help us to forgive and have faith in
you. Help us to use our lives to witness God’s love and care. Amen.
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