Repent and Believe

“The time has come. The Kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and be-
lieve the Good News.” MK 1:15

Repent has been misinterpreted as confession of wrong doings. In the
western world, people often use confessions to ease their guilt feelings.
But in the eastern world, Chinese in particular, people concern more
about shame. When we do something wrong, we worry more about
the effect over our family than our inner peace. Confession does not
help to save face for the family. This Chinese mindset makes me to
take a closer look at the Bible.

Paul said that sin is not his wrong doing but the power that caused him
to do wrong. “Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do
it, but sin which dwells within me.” (Rom 7:20) Repent means to get
ride of that power deeply rooted in him. Since we don’t have the abili-
ty to rid that power, we have to depend on outside help — our Savior.

As soon as a baby is pushed out of the mother’s womb and the umbili-
cal card is cut, s/ he is disconnected with the mother. The baby will
cry until s/ he is reunited with his mother by her caress and milk.
Many growing up without a caring mother will develop hateful
worldviews.

It is just like that in our relationship with God since Adam and Eve.
As soon as we are separated from God, the evil power comes in and
make us rebel against God. Paul realized that was sin, the power
rooted in him, made him do things he did not want to do.

Jesus told us to repent and believe. We must Accept Jesus as our Sa-
vior from sin. Believe that we are reconnected with God again in the
Kingdom and that God will nourish us and protect us. Change our
mindsets and behavior as we submit to Jesus as our Lord.

Let us pray: Gracious God: we accept Jesus as our Savior and we
believe that Christ can give us abundant life. Change our ways of
thinking, behavior and habits as we submit to Jesus as our Lord.
Encourage us to be proud citizens of the Kingdom and faithful
members of the church. Amen.
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