Serve Only the Lord for Success

Jesus had a big dream. He wanted to build the Kingdom of
God. After baptism, Jesus went to pray in the wilderness. There he
was tempted by the devil. Although we have never seen a devil with
two horns and a red face, similar temptations could come to us.

The first temptation is to turn stones to bread. The devil
tempted Jesus when he was extremely hungry. When a man is hungry,
he would do anything to satisfy his needs. If we put our needs over
God’s purpose on our lives, we will be easily tempted.

The second temptation is for Jesus to jump down from the
pinnacle of the temple and let the angels save him from harm. When
we grow stronger in faith, we may think we are invincible. We expect
God to protect us while we should be more attentive to our own safety.

The third temptation is to gain power over the kingdoms of the
world. We press hard to be the boss. We dream to be the top dog.
We want to tell people what to do. Power is like wine. It tastes good
at the first glass, but we will be drunk when we drink too much. | have
written a paper on Napoleon. He is a good example of intoxication on
power. | entitled my paper: “One who knows no limit limits oneself.”

Jesus did not fall for any of the temptations. He said to the
devil, “One does not live on bread alone but on the words of God.”
“Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” “Worship the Lord your
God and serve only him.” (Matt 4:10) To actualize our big dream, we
need to overcome our temptations and serve only the Lord.

Let us pray: Almighty God, as we offer ourselves to fulfill
your purpose on us, lead us not into temptation. Help us focus on
your ministry and remind us to serve only you — our Lord and
Savior. Amen.
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