Mutual Fund in Heaven

A remarkable ceremony was conducted on March 27, 2009 to
cerebrate my retirement from the Navy as a chaplain for 25 years.
After | formally requested permission to go ashore from the
Commanding Officer, | was piped “over the side” by six side-boys
with four bells and the Boatswain’s pipe, a distinctive honor in the
naval tradition.

My experience in the Navy reminds me of the rich young ruler
in the Bible since the Navy culture is a rich young ruler culture. The
demanding physical fitness as well as the finance and power behind
the rank structure groom us to be rich young rulers.

Such a man asked Jesus, “Good Rabbi, what must | do to
inherit eternal life?”” (Luke18:18) Jesus told him to sell all his
belongings and give to the poor then go and follow him. Why did
Jesus demand so much from this young man?

Jesus did not have prejudice against rich people. He was just
trying to teach the young man that the essence of the Commandants
was love. If he had love in his heart, he would use his wealth, time,
and power to help the poor.

One important lesson | learned in the Navy. Those who focus
on promotion would never get it. Those who concentrate on their
work and dedicate all their time and talent to the mission will be
promoted to higher ranks.

Jesus told the young man to invest his treasure in heaven. |
believe Jesus also challenges us to be good stewards for what we have.
Jesus assured us that for those who make sacrifices for God, they
would be rewarded many times as much in this life and the other.
Giving is truly better than receiving.

Let us pray: Gracefully God: We praise and adore you. We
are gratefully for what we have in the world of economic down turn.
Help us to invest our treasure in heaven and give what we can to you
and your church. Amen.
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