Lessons from Redwood

Redwood tree, or Sequoia, is evergreen and is the tallest tree or the
biggest living thing in the world. The tallest Redwood is 379.3 ft high
and 26 ft in diameter. It is native in Northern California and Southern
Oregon coasts. Some of them are as old as 3500 years of age.

The bark of the Redwood tree can grow as thick as 12 inches and it is
very effective in resisting fire and tree pests such as termites. It is also
resilient in water damage unlike other kinds of trees. With these
characters, Redwood lumbers are great building materials.

Although a Redwood tree grows to hundreds of feet tall, its roots grow
to only 12 feet deep and 80 feet wide. These roots would not be
enough to keep a giant tree standing up by itself. The secret for the
survival of the Redwood trees is that their roots intertwine with each
other, forming a firm foundation.

Redwood trees are vulnerable to wind and fire. Strong wind may push
down some tall trees and a forest fire will burn some small trees.
However, it is not necessary a bad thing for the Redwood forest. A
fire will clear an area to allow sunlight to reach the ground. The ashes
will provide the needed nutrients for the seeds to germinate. When a
tree is forced down by strong wind, the branches from the trunk will
grow as individual trees. The stump of the fallen tree will regenerate
and the dormant buds known as burls from the roots will become new
shoots. The fall of one tree will end up generating more trees.

We can learn many lessons from a Redwood tree. Like the tree bark,
we must put on our full armor of God to resist temptations. (Ephesians
6:11) We must let our roots intertwine with our faith community to
stand firm. Like wind and fire, we must let the Holy Spirit push and
cleanse us so that we can grow in multiple ways. Dedication and
sacrifice are needed but we can make disciples only with the help of
the Holy Spirit.

Let us pray:

Almighty God: Make us Redwood trees, standing tall to witness
your glory. Send your Holy Spirit to push and cleanse us and
make our church grow in numbers and usefulness for your sake.
Amen.
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