Lessons from Bamboo

Bamboo is the fastest growing plant in the world. It can grow as fast
as 24 inches a day and it only takes 3-4 months to grow into maturity.

Bamboo shoot and tissue are cooked as delicacy in Chinese restaurants.

It can cure infection and increase potassium and protein. Bamboo
leaves are used to wrap dumplings for Dragon Boat Festival.

Bamboo can be used for fences and floors. It is used for furniture,
baskets, and utensils. Chinese classical books were written on bamboo
stripes until paper was invented in 400 BC. Bamboo is also used to
make clothes and musical instruments.

Farmers in southern China use bamboo as water pipes to irrigate their
fields. Fishermen in Qui Lin use bamboo to build fishing rafts. In

Hong Kong, bamboo is used for scaffolding. It is cheaper and faster.
Because of its flexibility, it can stand Typhoon better than iron pipes.

Growing straight up, Bamboo is considered noble in character. Plum
blossom, orchid and chrysanthemum, and bamboo are honored as the
Four Noble Ones. Bamboo, pine, and plum blossom, are known as
the Three Friends in Winter. People like to decorate their homes with
bamboo. There is a Chinese saying: “Rather dine without meat than
live in a house without bamboo.”

Bamboo is hollow inside. Emptiness provides room for growth and
change. Jesus Christ emptied himself from the glory of God and died
for us as a criminal. By doing so, He saved the world.

We can learn many lessons from a bamboo: 1. We need to grow
spiritually as fast as bamboo. 2. We need to be as useable for our Lord
as bamboo. 3. We need to be as flexible as bamboo. 4. We need to be
as noble in character as bamboo. 5. We need to empty ourselves and
let the Spirit in, before we can learn and grow.

Let us pray: Dear Lord, may the lessons we learn from a bamboo
inspire us to see your true glory. Help us to empty ourselves and
make room for you. Amen.
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