Honesty Begins with Me

We were taught early the virtue of honesty with fables like “the
Boy Who Cried Wolf,” “Pinocchio”, or “the Emperor’s New
Clothes.” It was reinforced by stories too. George Washington
was honest as a little boy to admit cutting down his father’s
treasured cherry tree. Abraham Lincoln was an honest young
storekeeper. Once he overcharged a customer by mistake. He
walked two and a half miles on the rugged country road to pay
her back.

Jesus said, “Simply let your yes be yes and no be no. Anything
beyond this comes from the evil one.” (Mt 5: 37) James also
said, “Let your yes be yes and no be no, or you will be
condemned.” (Js 5:12)

We understand the virtue of honesty, but aware that we are
living in a dishonest world. From radio talk shows to political
propagandas, we are frequently hit by half-truths or distortions.
We know we cannot trust commercials but we also realize that
we cannot believe reporters and researchers either. We have
many honest presidents but we also have presidents who lied to
us.

It has been said, “It takes two to lie. One to liec and one to
listen.” While we cannot change the world, let us change
ourselves. Don’t lie and don’t listen to lies. After we change
ourselves, we can change our family. After we change our
family, we can change our church. Let us establish an honest
circle and enlarge our honest circle.

Let us pray: Almighty God, we want to be honest. Help us
to keep our words and earn the trust of others. Amen.
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