Believe and Be Blessed

In 1789, Ah Fatt [prosperity] was born to a poor family in a village near
Canton. Without formal education, he went to Canton to earn a living as a
young man. He learned to crave printing press. However, he was hot
tempered and poor in social skills. He often got drunk and gambled too
much. People did not think he would be able to live up to his name.

In 1807, missionary Robert Morrison went to China. He tried to translate
and publish the Bible for the Chinese. Meanwhile the Ching Government
outlawed the preaching of the gospel. Any Chinese who were baptized
would be beheaded. Secretly, Morrison hired Ah Fatt to crave the printing
press for the Bible. Soon the government was trying to arrest him.

In 1815 Ah Fatt followed another missionary William Milne to Malacca,
Malaya. Before long, Ah Fatt was baptized and got rid of his bad habits. In
1819, Ah Fatt went home quietly to get married. He wrote a booklet to
evangelize his villagers but was arrested, beaten up, and put in jail. He
bailed himself out and was forced to go back to Malacca. A vyear later, he
went home secretly again because his wife bore him a son. He convinced his
wife to believe in Jesus. His heart for evangelism was growing by the day.
In 1823, Ah Fatt was anointed as the first Chinese evangelist.

In 1832, he authored a book called “The Good Words” to give to thousands
of students who would come to Canton for the countrywide exam. He was
arrested. On the way to jail, he broke free and left the country again. One of
the students named Hung Sau Chuan took the book and was converted. He
established the “Worship the Lord Association” and in 1850 launched the Tai
Ping Revolution. The movement lasted for 14 years. Ah Fatt would have
never dreamed that his book had such a huge effect.

In 1939, Lim Juk Chu was appointed by the emperor to stop the opium trade
in Canton. Ah Fatt’s son was hired by Lim to be his translator. Robert
Morrison had been teaching his son English since he was a little boy.

After the Opium War, missionaries were allowed to evangelize freely. Two
hospitals were built. Ah Fatt became the chaplain of the hospitals and his
work became more effective without the threat of beheading and jail time.
God also blessed him with a daughter and he was able to build a big house
for his family. Leung Ah Fatt finally lived up to his name. The truth is:

Believe in Christ, my soul is restored and my heart peaceful
Worship God and obey the commandments, my family will be blessed.
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